5TH ANNUAL OPEN BALTIC SALSA SHOW CUP
Rules and Regulations

1. Scope and Purpose.

Baltic Salsa Show Cup (hereafter called “Competition”) – salsa show competition for amateurs and professionals. Dancers, couples and teams from Lithuania and other Baltic countries are allowed to participate in the event. 
The purpose of the competition is to expand salsa culture, to spread the tradition of meaningful leisure, to strengthen the international relations.

2. Participation requirements.

2.1. Registration. 
The dancers may apply to participate January 15 through February 24, 2012 through www.fuego.lt. 
Dancers are required to indicate their names, last names, city, the dance studio they represent and the chosen category.

Only Amateurs are allowed to participate in Improvisation category, while both Amateurs and Professionals are allowed to participate in Show category. In case if dancers don’t respect this requirement the couple may be disqualified.
"Professional" is an individual who uses his or her dance skills in order to receive monetary gain as a full or part-time occupation; dance trainer or teacher; choreography graduate. If one dancer in the couple is considered as Professional, the couple should apply as Professionals. 
The registration fee is 10 € for 1 person participating at one competition’s category, 15 €  for 1 person participating at two and more competition’s categories (after February 24 – 15 € and 20 € accordingly); for couples (including a stay at the hotel for two persons for a special price) – 55 € (after February 24 – 60 €).
After application the participants will get more information from the organizers by e-mail.
2.2. Categories.
A. Improvisation category.
I. Salsa (Children).
Participants: children born in 2001 and younger; couples. The participants are performing to the music supplied by the organizers. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. The structure of every round: 1,5 min all couples together, 1,5 min every two couples, 1,5 min all couples together. Max 6 couples get to the final. The structure of the final round: all couples together, every couple alone, all couples together.
II. Salsa (Juniors).

Participants: juniors born in 1996 and younger; couples. The participants are performing to the music supplied by the organizers. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. The structure of every round: 1,5 min all couples together, 1,5 min every two couples, 1,5 min all couples together. Max 6 couples get to the final. The structure of the final round: all couples together, every couple alone, all couples together.
III. Salsa (Adults). 

Participants: born in 1996 and older; couples. The participants are performing to the music supplied by the organizers. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. The structure of every round: 1,5 min all couples together, 1,5 min every two couples, 1,5 min all couples together. Max 6 couples get to the final. The structure of the final round: all couples together, every couple alone, all couples together.
IV. Solo Salsa. 

There‘s no age or gender requirements. The participants are performing solo to the music supplied by the organizers. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. The structure of every round: 1,5 min all dancers together, 1,5 min dancers by threes, 1,5 min all couples together. Max 6 dancers get to the final. The structure of the final round: all dancers together, every dancer alone all dancers together.
V. Bachata.
There‘s no age requirements. Couples are performing to the music supplied by the organizers. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. The structure of every round: 1,5 min all couples together, 1,5 min every two couples, 1,5 min all couples together. Max 6 couples get to the final. The structure of the final round: all couples together, every couple alone, all couples together.

B. Show category.

VI. Latino Show Teams.

There‘s no age requirements. Number of dancers in a team: 3-12. Every team performs alone. The number of rounds depends on number of teams. Every team  prepares a routine at home, which is not less than 2:00 min and no longer than 4 min.  Participants have to arrange their musical background in advance. You are allowed to mix no more than 3 different songs or 3 mixes in one routine. Music must be at least 70% L. A., Cuban, New York salsa, kizomba, zouk, bachata, merengue and the rest at own discretion. 
VII. Latino Show Duos.
There‘s no age requirements. Every couple/duo performs alone. The number of rounds depends on number of teams, max 6 couples get to the final round. Every team prepares a routine at home, which is not less than 1:45 min and no longer than 2:15 min. Participants have to arrange their musical background in advance. You are allowed to mix no more than 3 different songs or 3 mixes in one routine. Music must be at least 70% L. A., Cuban, New York salsa, kizomba, zouk, bachata, merengue and the rest at own discretion. 
VIII. Rueda de Casino

There’s no age requirements. Number of couples in one team: 4-10. The number of rounds depends on number of participants. Each team dances together in one or more circles. Other types of formation work may be used, such as lines, stationary dancing and dividing the Rueda circle into smaller groups, but must not dominate the performance. Typically, Rueda dancers change partners; incorporating this aspect of the dance into the Team’s work is very important. The number of rounds depends on number of teams. Teams are supposed to arrange their musical background in advance or may perform to the music supplied by the organizers. Duration of Performance: 2:30 to 3 minutes.

The number of participants is limited.

2.3. Routine requirements. 

There are no tight restrictions for the salsa exhibitions. You can choose the preferable salsa style (L.A., Cuban, New York). 
The participants of Latino Show category may use the elements of L. A., Cuban, New York salsa, kizomba, zouk, bachata, merengue and so on, teams – rueda de casino as well. Ballroom dances (rumba, cha-cha-cha and so on) are excluded and cannot be performed. Dance elements should build 70% of the routine, show and acting elements build the next 30%.

It is desirable, but not compulsory to perform acrobatic elements like lifting, rotations, gymnastic stunts. 
Participants are allowed to use additional details for the performance (except people).
2.4. Clothes.

Participants should wear clothes that are consistent with rules of dance etiquette. 
2.5. Music. 
The participants of Show category should record their music track (MP3 format is not suitable) into CD which should not contain any other recordings. Participants have to identify their CDs by putting their names, last names, and the duration of the composition. CD must be submitted to the Head of the competition before the start of the competition.
The participants of Improvisation category are performing to the Organizer‘s music.

2.6. Assessment of the routines.
The competition jury consists of Salsa experts from Lithuania and foreign countries. The main assessment criterion is dancers’ ability to create an original and impressive performance in which various show elements are applied. The performances are assessed every round of the competition.

Judging criteria for the Improvisation category:

1. Technique;
2. Musicality;

3. Showmanship;

4. Connection/partnering skills.

Judging criteria for the Show category:
1. Technique;

2. Showmanship;

3. Theme;

4. Choreography‘s match for theme;

5. Synchronization (for team division).

6. Show elements;

7. Connection to the audience.
2.7. Awards’ Presentation. 
The winners of the competition are awarded after the competition program is over and the competition jury finished their assessments. The winners get their Cups, diplomas, and cash prizes.
3. The place and time of the competition.
Place: “Kiwi” night club (J. Janonio str. 27), Klaipeda, Lithuania.
Time: March 17, Saturday, starting at 6 PM.
4. Contact information

Cell phone nr. +370 64747005, e-mail balticsalsa@gmail.com.
